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A Life Intertwined With Collegio Nuovo
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President
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Italy
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The University as Architect of the Future
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The beginning of my life’s story overlaps a period of economic boom for Iltaly, where people lived with the
outlook of better economic welfare and:greater social justice. They were also the years of space adventures,
and | imagined that, when grown-up, | would have travelled into the space. Not so, but long after | succeeded
in satisfying my desire to travel, and very much, even if only on Earth. Luckily | also was born in a happy and
open minded family where my parents did not make distinctions between my two brothers and myself. My father
was a Professor of Ancient History and the Rector of Ghislieri, one of the two historic colleges representative of
the centuries old tradition of Pavia University. He was pragmatic and optimist and always able to understand the
positive side of people and circumstances. | grew up in this environment. It has been a great opportunity, which
allowed me to live among so many different people, but at the same time it represented the first limit. Attending
the university in the same town where my family lived | had few chances to face day by day problems and to grow
in greater autonomy. And the attempt to achieve my first career goal, my first dream, to became a journalist, has
suffered from that.

Anyway life gives always an opportunity to find one’s own way, if you seize it without thinking too much,
but following one’s own instinct which is always the best guide. My opportunity came very soon, thanks to an
extraordinary lady, Sandra Bruni Mattei, an entrepreneur who had founded in the late ‘60s at her own expenses,
with the support of my father, the woman section of Collegio Ghislieri, in order to offer young ladies, more and
more present in the universities, the same opportunities reserved to men to study in a qualified, secular and open
minded environment as a college of merit. Ten years later Sandra Bruni Mattei decided to found a new women’s
college and called me as Principal. This was a major proof of confidence from such an excellent person who
became for me an example of life, beside the example of my mother, who was proud of her degree in humane
letters, and always stressed the importance, even for a woman, to study and work in the view of both intellectual
and economic independence. Since then my life has interwoven Collegio Nuovo, with whom | can say | grew up.

Leadership is not a natural gift, even if a firm, confident and sensible disposition may help you, but it is a day
after day conquest, which must be achieved with humility and determination, by exercising one’s acumen and not
disdaining to learn - at every age, even mature - from other people.

I have always accorded great importance to fairness in business and personal relationships, | have always
tried to respect people and their opinions and | have always striven to make my own beliefs clear by minding facts
not words, and trying to learn from those who knew more than me. But a little, certainly, | have dreamt.

And the results have shown up: the Alumnae of Collegio Nuovo, now more than 800, have become women
leader or anyhow fulfilled in their respective professions. So | like to imagine that part of their success comes from
having been students of Collegio Nuovo.

I like to imagine them leaders in this way: they are aware of their strengths, being able to stress and
communicate them effectively with the aim to acquire an ever greater competence, which is useful for
understanding situations and people and thus make their decisions at the right time, without anxiety. A little as
when you must take a university examination!
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